


2. This Declaration of a local state of disaster and public health emergency shall be given prompt

and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the City Secretary, pursuant to §418.108(c)

of the Texas Government Code.

3. The City's Emergency Operations Plan is activated and implemented, pursuant to §418.108(d) of

the Texas Government Code.

4. The City Council of the City of Stephenville authorizes the city manager to promulgate such

regulations as he deems necessary to protect life and property and preserve critical resources

while a state of disaster is in effect.

5. This Declaration authorizes the City to temporarily acquire, by lease or other means, sites required

for temporary housing units or emergency shelters for evacuees, subject to compensation

requirements, pursuant to §418.020(c) of the Texas Government Code.

6. This Declaration authorizes the City to take any actions necessary to promote health and suppress

disease, including quarantine, examining and regulating hospitals, regulating ingress and egress

from the City, and fining those who do not comply with the City's rules, pursuant to §122.006 of

the Health and Safety Code.

7. This declaration hereby authorizes the use of all lawfully available enforcement tools.

SECTION 2. 

1. This Declaration orders that all individuals currently living within Erath County, Texas are to

shelter at their place of residence. For purposes of this Order, residences include hotels, motels,

shared rentals, and similar facilities. To the extent individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces,

they must at all times, as reasonably as possible, maintain social distancing of at least six feet from

any other person when they are outside their residence. All persons may leave their residences

only for Essential Activities, as described in Section 2.

2. This Declaration orders that all businesses shall comply with the Social Distancing Guidelines

attached, including maintaining six-foot social distancing for both employees and the general

public. The business may take other precautions including wearing protective equipment, rotating

shifts, etc., if distancing is not achievable in the workplace.
' 

3. This Declaration orders all businesses operating within the city of Stephenville, Texas to take

extreme care and all actions necessary to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Extreme care and

action include, but is not limited to, the following practices:

a. Monitoring the body temperature of all employees;

b. Prior to opening for business and throughout the day disinfecting all surfaces;

c. Encouraging all employees to wash their hands on an hourly basis;

d. Mandate all employees and customers abide by the social distancing guidelines attached;

e. Limit travel of employees outside the city limits of the City of Stephenville, Texas;

f. At Convenience Stores where no automatic door is present, at least one door allowing

entry for customers shall remain permanently open during business hours;

g. All businesses must provide hand sanitizing stations at least one entrance; and
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4. To perform work or travel to and from jobs, including construction or agricultural services,
provided individuals comply with social distancing requirements of six feet.

5. To care for a family member or pet in another household.

SECTION 4. 
Childcare facilities may continue to operate under the following guidelines: 

1. Child's temperature must be checked upon entrance and children with a fever will not be allowed
in. Temperature will be taken throughout the day in at least 90 minute intervals and children will
be sent home if fever exists.

2. Childcare must be carried out in groups of 10 or fewer each day.

3. No interchanging of groups of children.

4. If more than one group is at a facility, each group must be in a separate room (no mixing of
groups).

5. Each provider must stay with only one group and not change.

SECTION 5. 
Due to increased demand for bath or toilet tissue resulting from stock-up buying and individuals who 
purchase for resale, a mandatory limit on toilet paper sales is instituted until the supply chain meets the 
demand or two weeks, whichever comes first. All sales of bath or toilet tissue occurring in Erath County 
are limited to the greater of a) twelve (12) rolls per purchase or b) one (1) package per purchase. 

SECTION 6. 

1. All public, private, and commercial laboratories operating within the City of Stephenville and
performing COVID-19 testing shall report by 5:00 p.m. each day for the prior 24-hour period (1)
the number of COVID-19 tests performed and (2) the number of positive COVID-19 tests to Jimmy
Chew, Director of Emergency Management for the City of Stephenville if the specimen is
collected, or the test is performed, in the City of Stephenville.

2. Such laboratories shall not provide names or other individually identifiable health information
that could be used to identify an individual patient. This information will be used solely for public
health purposes to monitor the testing conducted in the City and mitigate and contain the spread
of COVID-19.

SECTION 7. 
If someone in a household has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), the household is ordered to 
isolate at home. Members of the household cannot go to work, school, or any other community function 
outside the home. Any person who is sick, experiencing common COVID-19 symptoms including fever, 
cough, or shortness of breath are hereby ordered to stay home and follow Center for Disease Control 
Guidelines on how to discontinue home isolation. 
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SECTION 8. 
Nursing homes, retirement, and long-term care facilities are instructed by this order to prohibit non-
essential visitors from accessing their facilities unless to provide critical assistance or for end-of-life 
visitation. 

SECTION 9.  
In order to minimize the impact of the COVID-19 virus to the citizens of Stephenville, the City of 
Stephenville is implementing the following closures. 

1. Airport – Terminal is to remain open, however no group meetings will be held or scheduled.

2. City Hall – Front doors will be locked and the public will be admitted to the building by
appointment only. Staff will monitor telephones and email during business hours. Employees who
do not have an office in City Hall will be able to make appointments by telephone or by email.

3. Library – Closed to the public and all programs cancelled. Staff will monitor telephones and email
during business hours.  Returns will be accepted through the outside receptacles.

4. Municipal Service Center – Front doors will be locked and the public will be admitted to the
building by appointment only. Staff will monitor telephones and email during business hours.

5. Park Facilities – Closed to the public and all programs cancelled.

6. Public Safety
i. Fire Station No. 2 – Front doors will be locked.  Those seeking assistance may contact fire

personnel by using the intercom in the front of the building or by calling 254-918-1273 from
their home or cell phone.

ii. Police Department – Front doors will be locked.  Those seeking assistance may contact
dispatch by picking up the phone in the front of the building or by calling 254-918-1273 from
their home or cell phone.

7. Recreation Center – Closed to the public and all programs cancelled.

8. Senior Citizens Center – Closed to the public; all programs and activities will be cancelled.

9. Meetings – All Public Meetings will comply with the Texas Open Meetings Act as amended by
Executive Order of the Governor of the State of Texas.  All Public Meetings will be conducted via
teleconference unless otherwise posted.

SECTION 10. 
The City of Stephenville will not terminate utility services for the duration of this declaration.  The City of 
Stephenville will designate funds in the amount of $250,000 to help stimulate all restaurants and personal 
service businesses within the city of Stephenville that have been affected by COVID-19. 
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SECTION 11.  
This Order shall become effective immediately, and shall remain in effect until 11:59 p.m. on April 1, 2020, 
or until it is either rescinded, superseded, or amended pursuant to applicable law. 

SECTION 12. 
The City of Stephenville must promptly provide copies of this Order by posting on the city’s website. In 
addition, the owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is likely to be impacted by this Order is 
strongly encouraged to post a copy of this Order onsite and to provide a copy to any member of the public 
asking for a copy. 

SECTION 13. 
If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order or any application of it to any person, 
structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, then such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining portions or 
applications of this Order. 

SECTION 14. 
A person who knowingly or intentionally violates this declaration commits an offense, punishable by a 
fine of not less than $50.00 and not more than $2,000.00 or confinement in jail for a term that does not 
exceed 180 days. 

SECTION 15. 

1. Any ordinance, order, or regulation that would prevent temporary sheltering and housing by the
City of Stephenville, Texas, or the Federal Government in response to the declared disaster are
suspended or modified as necessary to make these regulations effective.

2. Any ordinance or regulation imposing a time requirement for approving or denying an application
or for appealing a County Court or Administrative decision is tolled.

3. Any ordinances or regulations that conflict with these regulations are suspended or modified as
necessary to make these regulations effective.

4. Suspension or modification of the ordinances and regulations shall remain in effect until these
regulations are terminated or until the state of disaster is terminated, whichever is sooner.

SECTION 16.  
This declaration hereby authorizes the use of all lawfully available enforcement tools. 










